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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE ^ ^ 

In Re Application of: ^^r^ 

Andr6MATTHAEI,etal. 
Serial No. Unassigned 
Filed: Concurrently Herewith 



Group Art Unit: Unassigned 
Examiner: Unassigned 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

This Information Disclosure Statement is submitted for consideration by the United 
States Patent and Trademark OflTice in accordance with the duty of disclosure. 

Transmitted herewith is: 

[X] APTO 1449 form 

[ ] A Background Art Information Paper 

[X] A copy of each item of information listed on the PTO 1449 form 

[X] Concise explanation of non-English language information 

[ ] concise explanation of relevance: 

[ ] English translation of foreign language information 

[X] English language version of foreign patent office report citing 
information 
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[X] English language abstract(s) of foreign patent document(s) 

[ ] This application relies, under 35 U.S.C. §120, on the earlier filing date of U.S. 

Application Serial No. ****, filed ***. The information identified on the attached PTO 
1449 form was submitted to and/or cited by the Patent and Trademark Office in this 
earlier application and, therefore, copies are not required to be provided in this 
application. 

1 . [X] This Information Disclosure Statement is filed before the later of: 

[ ] three months from the filing date of this national application; 

[X] three months from the date of entry of the national stage as set forth 
in 37 CFR 1.491 in an international application; or 

[ ] the mailing date of a first office action on the merits. 

In accordance with 37 CFR 1.97(b), no fee is required. 

2. [ ] This Information Disclosure Statement is filed after the events noted in 

paragraph 1, but before either: 

[] a final action under 37 CFR 1.113, or an action that otherwise closes 
prosecution, 

[ ] a Notice of Allowance under 37 CFR 1.3 1 1. 
In accordance with 37 CFR 1.97(c), also enclosed is 

[ ] a fee under 37 CFR 1.17(p) for $180.00; or 
[ ] a certification as stated below. 

3 . [ ] This Information Disclosure Statement is filed before payment of the issue 

fee, but after either 

[] a final action under 37 CFR 1.113, or an action that otherwise closes 
prosecution; 

[ ] a Notice of Allowance under 37 CFR 1.311. 
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In accordance with 37 CFR 1.97(d), also enclosed is: 
[ ] a certification, as stated below; and 

[ ] the IDS processing fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(p)(l) in the amount of 
$180.00. 

Certification 

The undersigned states: 

[ ] Each item of Information contained in this Information Disclosure Statement was cited in 
a communication from a foreign Patent Office in a counterpart foreign application not more than 
three months prior to the filing date of this Information Disclosure Statement; or 

[ ] No item of information contained in this Information Disclosure Statement was first cited 
in any communication from a foreign Patent Office in a counterpart foreign application or, to the 
knowledge of the undersigned, having made reasonable inquiry, was known to any individual 
designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing date of this Information 
Disclosure Statement. 



TOTAL FEES: $ 



[ ] A check for the amount of the above indicated TOTAL FEES is attached. 
[ ] Please charge Deposit Account No. 19-0733 in the amount of $ . 
[ ] A check for $ is enclosed. 
[X] No fee is required. 

[ ] Please charge or credit Deposit Account No. 19-0733 for an deficiency or overpayment 
associated with this Information Disclosure Statement. 
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A duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed for accounting purposes. 

It is respectfully requested that the Examiner fully consider each item of information, 
initial the enclosed Form PTO-1449 in the appropriate place to indicate that the information has 
been considered, and return a copy of the initialed form to the undersigned in accordance with 
MPEP Section 609. 

Respectfully submitted, 
BANNER & WITCOFF, LTD. 

By: _ 

Steven p. Schad 
Registration No. 32,550 

Eleventh Floor 
1001 G Street, N.W. 
Washington, D C. 20001-4597 
(202) 508-9100 



Dated: December 19, 2001 



4 



10/018462 



1 

1 USPTOForMl449 I>ep«rteicat of ConBrce 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
CITATION 

Sheet 1 of 1 


Attorney Docket No. 

00137^00019 


International Serial No. 

PCT/EPOl/01530 


AppUcant(s): Andr6 MATTHAEI, et al. 


International FUing Date: February 12, 2001 


Group: 

Unassigned 


U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initial 


Patent No. 


Date 


Name 


Class 


Subclass 


Fiiing Date 
Of appropriate) 




4,165,420 


8/21/79 


Rinehart 










4,436,782 


3/13/84 


Ho 










5,540,868 


7/30/96 


StoufTer, et al. 




































FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initial 


Document No. 


Date 


Country 


Class 


Subclass 


Translation 


YES 


NO 




EP 712,703 


5/22/96 


EPO 












WO 95/33433 


12/14/95 


WIPO 






Abs 






DE 24 17 366 


10/24/74 


Germany 






Abs 






DE 198 49 485 


5/4/00 


Germany 






Abs 




































OTHER DOCUMENTS (including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, etc.) 














EXAMINER 


DATE* CONSIDERED 


^EXAMINER: Initial if referann coniderMi, whether or not dtetfen b hi confbniaiice with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation If not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of 
thb §arm wUh aezt conuniwicntion to AppUcant 

••Copict of rdlrrmMM not provided at the tiiio of thk nhminhm. 



